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The Epiſtle. 


Reader, 


FX  HESE few Sheets were written, and are ſent 
out upon no other Deſign but what is apparent 
in them, and that is for Prevention of the 


Evil of diſtarbing the peaceable Diſſenters in their 


Places, and the Satisfaction both of Thoſe that cannot abide 
their coming once to Church to enjoy them, and of Them- 
ſelves in their coming again, and as often as they have good 
Occaſion. | 

This is endeavoured by the fore only a true (tho de 
induſtria Cur/ſory) State of the Nonconformilts Caſe, and. 
their Plea thereby for ſetting up, and going to Meetings, 
which hath been hitherto wanting in, or not conſidered enough 
by, the Apologies of others, 

As alſo, by offering moſt plain, obvious and convincing 
Reaſons for taking off the Sacramental Telt, which funda- 
mentally does the A 

The Author of theſe Sheets is one who writes as he thinks, 
and prattiſes as he writes, There is Miniſterial-Conformity, 


and Lay- Conformity; and there is a Stated Communion and 


Occaſional Communion, As for Miniſterial Conformity, 


there are, or have been ſuch Objettions againſt it, that he thinks. 
« Man had as good undertake to crack Stones with his Teeth, 
as to go about to anſwer them; but as for Lay-Conformity 
in the ordinary Common Service of the Liturgy, be 175 

Foe. 


no ſcruple to hinder his Stated Communion to be wit 
ow A 2 C11cca, 


% 
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Church, tho his Occaſional Communion be with the Meet- 
ings, andthat ſometimes, upon Reaſon undeniable. 

As for the Nonconformiſt then, who is no Independent 
nor Anabaptiſt, and yet ſo ſtingy in his Judgment, that he 
cannot come to Church at all, he looks on ſuch a one (tho a 
ſincerely converted and godly Man) to be but as yet half in- 
ſtructed, or an almolt Proteſtant ; but when he can go to 
Meetings or to Church indifferently, with Charity on both 
ſides, according as he ty 8 moſt, and ſo makes it his Bu- 
fonefs chiefly to ſave his Soul (the Charchman being here in- 
finitely behind hand, who hath not yet learned the Rule, 
Prove all things, and hold faſt what is good) then to be, 
and not till then, a Proteſtant altogether, and (as to him) 
St. Paul's deſired Chriſtian. And Paul ſaid, I would to 
God that not only thou, but all that hear me this Day, 
were both almoſt and altogether ſuch as I am, except 
theſe Bonds, As 26. 29. Unto the Jews I became a 
Jew, to thoſe that are without the Law, as without Law, 
and to the weak, as weak : I am made all things to all 
Men, that I might by all means fave ſome, and this I do 


for the Goſpels ſake, 1 Cor. 9. 20, 21, 22, 23. 


The Publiſher. 


An Inſertion which ſhould have come in pag. 27. 


Some Members on the ſudden,may be for continuance of 
the Sacramental Teſt, to keep all but Churchmen out of 
the Hoaſe of Commons; bur theſe are miſtaken, becauſe 
the Sacramental Teſt is not impoſed as a Qualification to 
Memberſhip of Parliament, as it is to an Office, tho the 
renouncing Tranſubſtantiation be : Which I put in to pre- 
vent Want of Conſideration, 
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A ſcaſonablèe Caution to the 
Members of this New Par- 
ham ent. 


HERE As in one of our late Par- 

liaments, there was a Bill brought 

| into the Houſe of Commons, en- 
tituled, An Act for the better Preſervation of the 
Proteſtant Religion, and the Prevention of the tran- 
lating Biſhops from one See to another, which ſome 
threaten as if they would, and many fear leſt 
they may, and will if chey can (as to the one 
part) trump up again, when the Parliament 
fits; the Deſign whereof (being to exclude all 


Diſſenters from enjoying any Office, Civil or 
Military, throughout the Kingdom) does appear 


(in regard to what it would prove) to be not 
only a manifeſt wrong to many innocent pri- 
vate Perſons (for it would puniſh them for do- 


ing well, as will preleatly be ſhewa) but a 


dangerous attempt in regard to the Government, 


as like to raiſe Heart-Burnings and Offence a- 
| alt B | gainſt 


gainſt it, and 2 an ence alſo to the 


Quicen's Moſt Excellent Majeſty, who hath de- 


clared, that ſhe will maintain che Act for To- 


lerrpn for e of her ee N 85 or 


ns bf State known bet etſel 

Hen Côhncil I cannor but think it proper) * 
the part of a peaceable Subject, to offer ſome 
Animadver ſions on that Bill, with a\Remedy a- 

ainſt it, to the Conſi deration of thoſe Mem- 
bers that have walt adele any Thoughts to revive 
it; whom 1 mult advife, whoſoever, they be, 
got to be too peremptory, but at lealF to go 
firſt and ask the Queens Opinion before the 

preſume i it. It Was the Wiſdom of our laſt 
55 to let Men alone in their Religion; and it 
will be the Glory of his Name, that there was 
no Perſecution, or any Law made to that end, 
during King Millan; Reign: And what Man 
3 then is there, that is che Queen's Friend, will 
| | Rand up and move the Houſe, to ſtain her a- 

| like Gracious Goverhragnt with ſuch an AR 72 
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A uns of the forenamed Bill's this. 
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Religion, profeſſed and by Law N in the 
Church of England, and to the Ring dom in general, 
if according to the antient Canons of the (butch the 
Remo val and Tranſlation of Biſbops from one See to 
another were prevented, and the) were fixed during 
their Lives in the Biſhoprick to whichthey are firſt pra- 
moted, as the Biſhops of the Primitive Church were. 
Therefore may it pleaſe Your Majeſty, that it may be 
enacted, and be it enacted by the Rings Moſt, Excel- 
lent Majeſty, and with the Advice and Conſent, of. the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons in this 
preſent Parliament aſſembled, and by the Authority of 
the ſame, That from and after the _.. Day of 
.. + which ſhall be in the Tear of our Lord 

nu Biſhop of, or in the ( burch of England, 

or Dominion of Wales, ſhall..or may be removed or 
tranſlated to any other 'Biſhoprick or See whatſoever, 
any Law or Wſuge heretofore to the contrary-notwith- 
anding. Provided always, That nothing in this Act 
all extend to the preventing any of the ſaid Biſhops or 
Biſhop from being tranſlated to the See or Archbiſbop- 
rick of Canterbury or York pet ye; any thing 
herein before contained to the contrary thereof. in any 
wiſe notwithſtanding. _ 2 
Aud whereas. ſeveral Perſons not f the Communz 
of .4he Chutch,of England, have taken upon them 


% England, hae rakenupon them ſe 
veral Of fices.or Places of Truſt in the Civil Goyerna 


ment of the Kingdom, for. the qualifying, themſelves 
8 6 fer 


©: £83 
for, or in the ſte, bave (according to the Laus now 
in being) received the Satrament according to the ſaid 
Church ; but notwithſtanding afterwards have deferted 
the Communion thereof, and frequented and gone to o- 
ther Publick Places of Worſhip, according to the Opi- 
nions they formerly were of : For preventing the like 
Practices for the future, be it enacted farther by the 
Authority aforeſaid, that from and after the ſaid 
Day of in caſe any Perſon, who hat h been, 
& ſhall be admitted into any Office or Place of Truſt in 
the Civit Government of this Kingdom, or Dominion 
7 Wales; and at any time during the time he ſhall 
in ſuch an Office or Place, ſhall frequent or go to any 
_ other Place of Divine Worſhip, than ſome of the 
Places fet apart for the Service of the Chnrch of 
England; fach his Office or Place ſhall be as to him 
hence fort h void; and whatſoever he ſhall do or tranſact 
therein ſhall be utterly null and void; any Law or Sta- 


ture to the contrary thereof in any wiſe notwithſtanding. 


For Animadver ſions on this Bill, there are 
fome things I muſt take leave to fay as ha ve been 
faid, as well as more left unſaid. Of the Bill 
we have two Parts, the one concerns the Biſhops, 
and the other the Diſſenters. As for the Biſhops, 
there may be fome it is like have a Pique at them 
ſor their Moderation, more eminent than in our 
former Biſhops ; but, as for that they are out of 
* | blame, 


SS 


blame, ſo are they out of thefe- Mens reach, 
and beyond alldanger (for this Queen's Life I. 
ſuppoſe) of any ſuch Bill; and I have nothing. 
therefore to ſay as to that part of the ſame. 
But as for the Diſſentert, and the other part of 
it Jam concerned, not for my ſelf who go to 
Church, but im their behalf; and I muſt begin, 
in taking notice of the Title, which | wonder 
at; for apprehend not how the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion is like to be preſerved, or be ever the bet- 
ter for ſuch a Bill, if ic ſhould paſs. Let a 
Man be wicked, andiſo profane as to-be no Chriſ- 
tian, but a Deiſt, or Atheiſt, this Man may have 
an Office; but let the honeſteſt Man that is, go, 
to a Meeting, he muſt be put into a worſe Caſe 
than ſuch: and how is that conducive to pre · 
ſerve the Proteſtant Religion, if that be the true 
Religion of Jeſus Chriſt ? | | 
Under the Reign of Charles. the laſt, if. a. 
Man went to a Meeting, he was to forfeit ſome 
Money, but by this Bill he muſt forfeic his Of- 
fice. Many Men have nothing but their Office: 
for themſelves, Wives and Children to live up- 
on; and if ſuch a. one goes to a Meeting, he is 
utterly undone. This were a beginning Perſe- 
cut ion at the height, which I will wave there- 
fore, and leave this Hardſhip for others to inſiſt 


upon, and come. my ſelf to the matter | * 
** 


[6] | 

lyintend. It does not enter my Underſtanding, 

and I do not ſee any Reaſon, why it ſhould be 

ſuch a Crime in a Man that uſually goes to 

Meetings, to go to Church alſo and receive the 

Sacrament ws o good an Occaſion, and ſo 
as d 


neceſſary, being called to an Office. 
apprehend nothing in it but a Man's doing his 
Duty; and to make him forfeit his Place if he 
goes to a Meeting after, is an unconſcionable Pro- 

hibition. 50 Mil @ 0075 
I ſuppoſe the Gentleman of this Bill is un- 
acquainted with the Principles. of ſuch Men. as 
go to Meetings, and knows them not to be ſo 
diveiſe as they are. There are ſome go to Meet- 
ings, becauſe they think our Parochial Churches 
not to be Goſpel- Churches, our Set- forms of 
Prayer unlawful, and that it is a Sin to kneel at 
the Sacrament, becauſe the Papiſts do kneel to 
the Hoſt. Such Opinioniſts as theſe will not, 
ought not take an Office; if they do, there is 
none but will allow them to be Hypocrites. 
Such a Perſon declares himſelf to have no Con- 
ſcience, and if he pretends one, he is worſe to 
me than an Infidel. There are others therefore 
go to Meetings ordinarily, who yet believe our 
Churches true Churches, and our Prayers 
good Prayers, and kneeling at the Sacrament an 
indifferent Ceremony; and they can therefore, 
and 


1.92 


and do ſometimes communicate with us, When 
they go to Meetings, they fic at the Sacrament 
as a Jable-geſture, | becauſe their Miniſters de- 
liver it ſub genere ( oncionis : When they join with 
us, they kneel at the Sacrament, becauſe our 
Miniſters deliver it ſub genere Orationis; and they 
are ſatisfied againſt the Objection of ſymboli- 
zing with the Papiſt, by the account given of 
kneeling in the Book (or Rubrick) of the Com- 
mon Prayer. Now for ſuch a one as this to 
come and receive the Sacrament at Church, as 
the Church does, where is the Fault? If you ſay 
he does it upon occaſion of an Office, what then? 
He is the more to be juſtified. | 

Before ſuch a Perſon was called to that Office, 
the Law required not his coming to Church, 
and receiving the Sacrament according tothe Li- 
turgy, and therefore he went innocently to 
Meetings, thinking that beſt for his Souls Health; 
but now he is called to an Office the Law re- 
aquires it, and that is the Reaſon why he does it. 

The doing-whar the Law requires» is no Fault 
ſure to be puniſhed with the Loſs of his Office; 
nor is the doing that which the Law forbids not 
in his going to a Meeting aſterwards, any more a 
Fault than it was before, unlels by that Bill it 
were ſo created. What made the Gentleman to 
bring in ſuch an unquiet Bill as this is? I would 


willipgly ſay ſomething to pacify him. I 
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4 will offer him a ſhort Apology. Theſe Mi- 
niſters are thoſe, or the Succeſſors of thoſe that 
could not declare ot ſwear to the Doctrine of 
Non; reſiſtance and Paſſive-obedience (to name 
nothing elſe) as required in the Act of Unifor- 
mity (wherein Providence hath appeared for 
their Vindication to the Bluſh of the Conformiſt, 
at the turn of the Kingdom by the laſt King) 
and by that Act they were ejected from the 
Churches. Being thus deprived, they cannot 
preach at all, unleſs in Meetings. They were 
ſet apart to that Office, and their Plea is Duty, 

eater Duty. The People many of them are af- 
ected with their preaching and praying, more 
than our Miniſters reading their Sermon and 
Prayers; they chuſe it, the Law allows it, they 
follow them, and cheir Plea is Edification, grea- 
ter Edification. | 

There was a Worthy Perſon we may ſuppoſe 
touched, if not pointed at by this Bill, the then 
Lord Mayor of Londa, who is one that went 


before bis Mayoralty ſometimes to Church, tho 


ordinarily to Meetings; but being called to that 
Office he goes ſolemnly thither, and receives 
the Sacrament upon this account, which I have 
in ſhort laid dowo, the Law requiring it. The 
Law here being not againſt the Law of God, 
nor his Conlcience, it is to be obeyed, 1 ap- 


peal 


———— TS — 
\ 


f 
' 

| 
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peal to the Gentleman of the Bill himſelf to give 
Judgment. * | 

Where the Word of God is rightly preached, 
and the Sacraments duly adminiſtred, there is a 
true Church, according to our 39 Articles, as 
that then Lord Mayor | ſuppoſe does know well, 
whether it be in their private, or our publick 
Congregations, and he could,and he did go to ei- 
ther according to Occaſion. When he goes to 
Meetings, tho he Locally ſeparates from the Pa- 
riſh-Church, he does not Mentally ſeparate from 
it, for he holds it a true Church of Jeſus Chriſt, 
or otherwiſe his going from it were Schiſm ; 
which to ſhew that he avoids, he goes ſome- 
times thither. On the other fide, when he goes 
to Church, tho he locally ſeparates from the 
Meeting, he mentally ſeparates not, for he holds 
that likewiſe to be a true Church, and that as 
he is a Member of the Catholick or Univerſal 


Church, he hath a Right of Communion occa- 


ſionally with all true particular Churches, as 
Parts of the Univerſal. And whatif ſome o- 
ther truly conſcientious Man that ordinarily goes 


to Church, and yet upon point of Conſcience 
that Separation from any true (urch of (Chriſt is 
Schiſm,does therefore go ſometimes to Meetings, 
leſt his not going at all ſhould be, or ſeem to be, a 


reſuſing it, as if they were no Churches of Chriſt, 
C and 
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and ſo a ſin againſt his Lord that will own dem? 
[ ſuppoſe ſuch'a Man might be hooted at by our 
Gentlemen of the Bill, but by me muſt be ac- 
counted as that Lord Mayor, a moderate Man, a 
tender Chriſtian, and a ſingular good Example. 

In a late Paper of three Sheets, called an Eſſay 
to that purpoſe, I find a choice Invention for the 
juſtifying the Nonconformiſts that go to Church, 
and communicate there upon this occaſion of an 
Office, but go to Meetings altogether afterwards, 
and to the Church no more. The Pariſh-Con- 
gregations he counts true Churches, but there is 
Corruption he ſays in them. The Nonconfor- 
miſt then he allows to come and communicate 
there, when there is need by reaſon of his Of- 
fice, becauſe they are true Churches; but if 


he come after, and does it voluntarily when he 
may chuſe, he ſhall then approve of that Cor- 


ruption, or ſeem to approve it, and therefore he 
is to come no more. This I muſt needs lay is a 
fine Invention, but too nice and inſufficient for 


the Nonconformiſt to ſtand upon in point of Conſci- 


ence in what he does. If there be ſuch Corrup- 
tion in the Parochial Service, that a Man cannot 
join in ic but he muſt fin, then he muſt not come 
at all : if there beno ſuch, but he may come once, 
then he may come more than once ; if upon one 
Occaſion, then upon another, and as often as it 

ſeems 


— 
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ſeems beſt. la time of Perſecution there were 
many that went to Church always, and never to 
Meetings, leſt they ſhould ſuffer; but now they 
to Meetings and never to Church, being ſafe. 
If this Device now were ſolid, as it is ingenious, 
and would do, then were all thoſe Men neatly 
juſtified ; but the old Nonconformiſt that wrote a- 
gainſt the Browniſt, and went to Church ordina- 
rily upon the account that Separation was Schiſm ; 
and the good Lord Mayor mentioned, if he can 
go to Church ſtill as lawful, as well asto Meet- 
ings, muſt be condemned. The true Plea there- 
fore, and ſubſtantial to be ſtood upon, is already 
named. There were near 2000 Miniſters ejec- 
ted by the Act of Uniformity from the Pariſh- 
Churches, who did hold thoſe Churches while 
they were Preachers there to be true Churches, 
and conſequently it is their Duty to maintain em 
to be ſuch: but it is a greater Duty for them 
to preach the Goſpel, and on that account they 
ſet up Meetings. When two Duties come toge- 
ther, and cannot both be performed, the greater 
muſt take place of the lets. The Pariſh - Chur- 
ches are of Man's lnſtitution, the preaching, the 
Goſpel, and the congregating People to that end, 
is of God's ; and which Auchority of theſe is the 

greater, there can be no queſtion, Now which 
of theſe Duties I inculcate, eithet that of uphold» 
C 2 ing 
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ing Communion with the Pariſh Church, or that 
of performing the Command of God to preach 
the Golpel, is the greater Duty ſuppoſing a Per- 
ſon ſer apart, and in all reſpects adapted for it) 
let the Adverſaries themſelves judg, as in the fight 
of God, and ſpeak their Conſcience. Ir is this 
therefore is the Miniſters Plea, as is abovelaid, 
greater Duty; and as for the Hearers, their Plea 
as aboveſaid alſo, is greater Edification. 

But there is here a Book to be taken notice of, 
a ſmall Book printed in the Vear 1683. where- 
in this very Queſtion is propoſed, Whether it is law- 
ful for any Man to forſake the Communion of the Church 
of England, and-go to ſeparate Meetings, becau ſe he can 
better edify there? And he maintains it in the Nega- 
tive upon this Reaſon: There is not better Edifica- 
tion to be had in the ſeparate Meetings than in the Com- 
munion of the (hurch of England: This is the Ar- 
gument of the Author of choſe few Sheets, who 
thereupon takes occaſion to extol the Church of 
England as the beſt in the World. But to anſwer 
this Champion for the Church, it is brave indeed 
what he ſays, as ſaid by a Conformiſt, but not co- 
gent, any more than for a Diſſenter to ſay like- 
wiſe (which is as true to him) there is not bet- 
ter Edification to be had in the Church of Exgland 
than in the Communion of a ſeparate Meeting. 
k may be ſaid by a third Perſon to either, tho * 
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be true ad hominem, that there is not better Edifi- 
cation to be had at a Meeting than at Church, 
or at Church than at a Mceting. yet there is as 
good, there is che ſame. There is the fame 
Means,the ſame Ordinances, the ſame Spirit; but 
this cannot be denicd that there is diverſity of 
Operation, according as Perſons ſand affected, 
and as.it pleaſes God ro work, And ſeeing one 
Maa is wrought upon at a Meeting, and another 
at the Church; one Man by one Miniſter, and a- 
nother by another, there is no plain Chriſtian. 
Man but will chuſe, and ought to chuſe when 
he may chuſe, to go there where he da molt, 
eyen where he finds that he does, 

There is another Book of the like ſize” come 
out about three Years paſt, as Iremember, that 
charges the Diſſenter other ways. The Author. 
thereof writes honeſtly, for taking off the Sacra- 
mental Teſt, but with an uncharitable Reflection: 
on the Nonconformiſt ; who telling us, that recei- 
ving the Sacrament to another end than that for 
which it was inſtituted is a Profanation of it, the 
Nonconformiſts taking it upon. occaſion of an, 
Office, ſays he, is doing ſo, and thereupon he paſſes 
his Cealu ure on all of them for Hypocrites. To; 
this more acute and more bitter Man I anſwer;, 
That it is true as to ſuch as receive the Sacra- 


ment; only to qualify chem for an Office, with · 
out: 


- E243 
out regard to the Nature and End of the Inſtitu- 
tion; no doubt but receiving it ſo, when they 
would not elſe receive it all, and to that end ſolely, 
which is another quite from that of Chriſt's Ap- 
© pointment, is a grievous profaning the Holy Or- 
dinance of the Lord's Supper: but this is a So- 
phiſmto the true Chriftian Man, who takes it with 
Devotion, and as he ought, when yet the Law re- 
quires it of him. Some Diſtinction here is obvi- 
ous, to wit, between the End of the Ordinance it 
ſelf, and the End (the Occaſion, or Reaſon) of 
receiving Hic & nunc; there is finis Operss, and fi- 
nis Operantis; and finis operantis ratione operis, and 
ratione (ircumſtantiarum operis. The Nonconfor- 
milk receives the Sacrament bic & nunc, that is, 
at the Church according to the Liturgy (I have 


ſaid) becauſe the Law requires it in regard to 
his Office; but that does nor hinder the Ordinance 


it ſelf being taken with Devotion, and to that 
end Chriſt hath inſtituted it. There are both 
Ends conſcionably obſerved and anſwered. I will 
give an Inſtance otherwiſe. A Man comes to 
Church, to the Prayers and Sermon, on the occa- 
ſion of a Burial ; he had not come, but becauſe 
invitedto the Funeral : but the coming to that 
end of burying his Friend, does nor hinder his 


Devotion at Prayers or the Sermon, or make the 
Prayer or Sermon to be received to another end 
than than 


Lu 
than that Chriſt hath appointed thoſe Ordinan- 
ces to be taken. When the Law requires the 
taking the Sactament, it requires the taking that 
Ordinance which Chriſt hath inſtituted, and no 
otherwiſe but according to his Inſtitution, and 
that is, the Law requires it to betaken as God 
requires it; and the Nonconformiſt does ſo, whe- 
ther he takes it at Church, or at a Meeting. He 
goes to the Meeting, and does this in remembrance 
of Chriſt, which is the end of the Ordinance as 
God requires it: He goes to Church, and does 
it in remembrance of him there likewiſe, as God till 
requires it, when yet he does it alſo as the Law 
requires it, according to the Liturgy, to qualify 
him for an Office. As the pious Conformiſt re- 
ceives the Sacrament when called to an Office, 
to the end that Chriſt hath inſtituted it, tho alſo. 
to qualify him for his Office; ſo alſo the Non- 
conformiſt. Now when this is fo, and as it 
ought, what is there at laſt in the Objection, but 
a precipitate Judgment, and a profound Paralo- 
giſm ? A univerſal Negative in Logick con- 
verts. If no Man can with a good Conſcience 
take the Sacrament to the end of qualifying him- 
ſelf for an Office, then no Man that takes the- 
Sacrament to that end can have a good Conſci- 
ence, and what then muſt be thought of the (on- 


formiſt? ls there any of them fo conſcientious as 
X O 
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to leave an Office that they may not profane God's 
Ordinance, by taking the Sacrament to qualify 


them for it? This Author therefore is here out, 
and God forbid but he ſhould ; the Argument ne- 
vertheleſs which he uſes againſt the Teſt, or for 
repealing the Law, which requires the receiving 
the Sacrament for a Qualification to every Civil 
or Military Office, is undoubtedly (as to ſuch 
Men as come and take it, only to qualify em for 
that Office, and being otherwiſe unworthy, eat 
and drink their Damnation) an Argument (laying 
it right, as it ſhall be in the end) irrefragable; and 
ſhews the Man (if a Church- man) a Man of Ho- 
neſty, as well as Parts, tho cenſoriouſly unchari- 
table. 3 | 

There is beſides theſe Books, an Enquiry into 
Occaſional (onformity, printed 1 697. which falls ſe- 
yerely upon another Lord Mayor at that time, 
for going to Church in the Morning, and to a 
Meeting in the Afternoon, but yet with civil 
Language, and this peculiar Moderation, that 
the Author will condemn neither the going to 
Church, or going to a Meeting, but the doing 
both ; and the whole arguing of his Book lies in 
this, that if the Diſſenter did well before in going 


to a Meeting, that does condemn his occaſional 


conforming; if he does well now in conforming, 
chat does condemn his going to any Meeting be- 


fore. 
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fore. It is eitber 4 ſinful Act (ſays he) in the Diſſen- 
ter, or elſe his diſſenting before was a ſinful act; but 
this is already prevented. Whether this Lord 
Mayor in his going to Church, or going to a 
Meeting, did (1a againſt God or no, it is God alone 
muſt judg; but as this Author does ſuppoſe he did 
well in the one, l do ſuppoſe he did well in both, 
and ſinned in neither, but ſerved God. A Man 

ut into Office does well now in conforming ( 
have ſaid) becauſe the Law requires : and he did 
well before, becauſe then he might chuſe Betwixt 
an indefinite Affirmative, and an indefinite Ne- 
gative, there is in Logick no neceſſary Contradic- 
tion. One and the ſame individual Man for Per- 
ſon, is not one and the ſame Object all his Life- 
time of God's Mercy or Judgment. One and 
the lame Man is under divers Circumſtances, and 
may act diverſly upon occaſion. It is verily an 
indifferent thing wich me (I wiſh it were ſo to o- 
thers) for a Man to go to a Meeting or to Church, 
and no more (the Law allowing it) than the go- 
ing to his Pariſh-Church, or Chappel belonging 
to it. It is pity any ſhould miſtake this for a dou- 
ble Religion. No, we have but one Religion, 
one Faith,among the ſober Conformiſt,and Non- 
conformiſt. The ſame Goſpel is preach'd, the 
ſame Worſhip is celebrated in both Congregati- 


ons, and the difference is only in ſuch Mode of 
D Worſhip, 
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Worſhip, which may, and is to be uſed, accord- 
ing to the Place where we perform it. So Aug 
tine, Qaod neg; contra fidem, neq; contra bonos mores 
injungitur, indifferenter eſt habendum, & pro eorum | 
inter quos Vivitur ſocietate, ſervandum eſt, Aug. | 
ad Januarium, Ep, 118. 

Itisa Preſumption of the Enquirer, that the 

only ground of ſeparate Meetings is Purity of 

Worſhip; and this is the ng@79 Vids, the funda- 
mental Error of his Book. The old Nonconfor- 
miſt thought the Church-Service might be made 
more pure, and yet went to Church, as Chriſt did 1 
to the Service of the Temple, and to the Syna- 1 
gogues of the corrupt Jews. Not but ſometimes # 
they met to exerciſe their Talents, when they 
could with Prudence and Safety; that is, they went 
both to Church, and kept private Meetings, hav- | 
ing a good Conſcience both in the ſight of God, | 
and fight of Men. It is a Rule to be remembred J 
here again in Logick, Ad veritatem indefinite propo- 1 
ſitianis ſufficit veritas unius particularis. If Socrates 
be learned, it proves that Men may be learned: 
If theſe Holy Men did well in going to Church 4 
and alſo to Meetings, then mull this indefinite 
Propoſition, that it is lawful for Nonconformiſts j 
to goto Church and Meetings both, be aſſured- I 
ly, as charitably maintained. What their Prede- I 
ceſſors then did, the ſober Nonconformiſts do 

| now, 


| 

| 

| 
| 
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now, but with the Advantage of Toleration. 
It is not therefore in oppoſition (as this Author 
ſuppoſes) but in conjunction with the Pariſh- 
Miniſters, that ſuch carry on the common Salya- 
tion, as the Parochial Miniſters themſelves do one 
with another. There is a Separation that is ne- 
ceſſary and lawful, and a ſinful Separation which 
is Schiſm. When there are many People in a 
Place (as in a Town or City) that they cannot 
come together in one Congregation, it is neceſ- 
ſary they ſeparate into divers; and that Separati- 


on being neceſſary, it is lawful out of doubt. 


Let theſe Congregations be the Meetings or the 
Pariſhes, they are all Churches, ſo many Churches 
of Chriſt, and indeed parts of the National Church, 
whereof the preſent Queen is Head (for they are 
alike ſubje& to Her Majeſty's Government, they 
have a like Allowance and Protection of Her 
Laws) as well as parts of the (at holick (hurch, 
whereof ¶ Vriſt is Head. If any take pet or cavil at 
this, they may; but ſo it is for all chat, as the Caſe 
is with us in England. Now as it is a Realon or 
Cauſe, and a ſufficient Cauſe or Reaſon, for one 


part of a Town to ſeparate from the other in 


the common Service, becauſe they cannot come 
all to the ſame Church: ſo it is a Reaſon or Cauſe 
ſufficient for the Nonconformiſt to ſeparate from 


the Pariſh-Communien, becauſe he cannot come 
D 2 to 
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to it: He is fot ſuffered, and he cannot. A ne: 
ceſſity is laid upon him (he counts) to exerciſe 
his Miniſterial Function (ſuppoſing a prudential 
Ability that he can) anda Neceſly alſo to fer 
up Meetings, becauſe otherwiſe he cannot exer- 
ciſe it. In 2 then, it is not all Separation, but a 
eauſeleſs Separation only that is Schiſm. And ſo 
that Author is anfwered, who tells us that how a 


Separation and a Conformtty is conſiſtent, is to him an 


inexplicable Riddle: But he underſtands not that 
ſuch Poſitions are res affirmed. 

There is a Book of another ſtrain, written later 
by a Diſſenter, one of as eminent Prudence and 
Candour, as Worth, that pleafed me well, to fee it 
ſo much of my Mind; and there is an Oppoſer : 
but as I have borrowed nothing I know from the 
one, I remember nothing particularly to anfwer 
in the other, and I interpoſe not between them. 


To proceed therefore after this ſtop in ſpeaking 


to thoſe Books (or Papers) We are to take it (be- 


fore I end) to conſideration, that the being a Mem- 
ber of one of theſe Meetings does not exempt any 


Man from being {till of the Pariſh. He is a Pari- 
ſhioner ſtil], and he owns it. He pays his Tithes, 
he ſows to the Miniſter of the Pariſh his carnal 


things, and it is fit he ſhould ſometimes come 
and reap his ſpiritual things, that is, come to Church 
lometimes, and not go to his Meeting only. But 


you 
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you will ſay at laſt (which is the moſt ſpecious 
and common Objection) that ifa Man may upon 
ſuch an Occaſion come to Church, and recei ve the 
Sacrament according to uſage, then he may do ſo 
always, and why does he not do fo always? I 
anſwer to this, it is true that he may, and may 
always, but it does not follow that he muſt, and 
muſt always, If it be lawful now, it is lawful 
hereafter : but it follows not becauſe a thing is 
lawful to be done, that a Man muſt always do it. 
It is lawful for me to go to a Meeting, and for 
him to go to Church, but we are not bound either 
of us to go always thither. He muſt do ĩt now, 
becauſe the Law requires it, but he may go to a 
Meeting after, becauſe the Law requires it not, and 
he is in the caſe no longer that he muſt. And what 
is there to be replied Does there need any more 
to be ſaid? if there do, the Apoſtle ſhall ſay it, AZ 
things are lawful for me (ſays he) but all things are not 
expedient, It was lawful for my Lord Mayor that 
then was,to go to Meetings, or to-goto Church, 
it is lawful to go always to both; but it was not 
expedient for him to go always to either, but ex- 
pedient for him to go ſometimes to one, and ſome- 
times to the other. It was at that time expedient 
in regard to his Office to go to Church, and it. is 
expedient at this time happily to go to his Meeting 


as moſt conducive to his Soul's Health and his 
own 


© 
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own Indination, And what ſhall I ſay after all to 
the Gentleman that brought this Bill into the 


Houſe ? In the Name of God let him take his 
P/alter,and let my Lord Mayor (and the Queen's 
Officers of all ſorts, great and ſmall, that are Pro- 
teſtants) ſay their Prayers as they will. 


Thus much for Auimadverſion on the Bill; and 
no for a Remedy/againſt any ſuch, Deſign for 
the future, I propole another, that lays the Axe 
to the Root, in the ſtead of it. | 


A Bill for removing Scandal from the Church, 
and for promoting the Service of the Queen, 
and State, p31 % | 
F Hereas there ts .a Statute made in the Thir- 
Y NV  teenth Year of Charles the Second, entituled, 
An Act for the 'well-governing and regulating 
C tions; and another in the 25th of the ſame 
Kmg, entitled, An Act for preventing Dangers 
that may ariſe from Popiſh Recuſants ; which require 
that every Man who enjoys any Office, ( vil or Milita- 
ny; Y Sea or Land, ſhall take the' Sacrament of the 
-Lard's Supper, according to the uſage of the Church of 
England, hereby her Majeſty is depriv'd of the der vice of 
-many of her uſeſul Subjecis who ſcruple the ſame, and ma- 
y notoriouſly un worthy und, ſcandalous Perſons do come 
aud challenge the Sacrament at the hands of the Ni- 
niſter, which is againſt the Diſcipline of the ( hurch, and 
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to another end than that for which it was inſtituted, and 
fo an open Profanation of it by ſuch * Be it enacted.— 
That all Clauſes of the ſaid Acts be ſo conſtrued, that 
no Man who declares himfelf a Proteſtant, in the re- 


nouncing Tranſubſtantiation according to the laſt men- 


tioned Statute, ſhall be farther obliged to any Sacra- 


mental Teſt in regard to any Temporal Office ; the a- 
oreſaid Statutes, or any other, to the contrary in any 


wiſe notwithſtanding, 
Reaſons for the Motion. 


1. Such an Act will take off Diſhonour from 
the Church, that has had the moſt holy Ordinance - 
of herRelizion, hitherto proſtituted for ſecular Ends. 

2. It will keep many profane Perſons from the 


Danger of cating and drinking their own Dams 
nation. 


3. It will be ſerviceable to her Majeſty, who 
hath need of the help of all her Subjects againſt 


the exorbitant Power of France, 
. It will vindicate the (hurchman from the 


4 
Accuſation of all ſuch Toryiſm as deſigns Perſe- 
cution ; for which End eſpecially it is, that one 


of them ſhould chuſe to make the Motion, and 


ſhew they are willing rather to widen than to in- 
fringe a legally eſtabliſhed Toleration. 


5. It will bring much Honour and Love to 
„ him 


® » —_— Foot. 0. 2. - 
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i kita that makes it, and procure him the Suffrage 
| | of many of his County or Borough (if he de- 
| | fires it) for his Election hereafter, as a Man of 
i Temper, Candour and Moderation ; and much 
| more if he does it for Conſcience- ſake, and ſeeks 


not Honour (nor fears others Rage) by it. 

| 6. If the matter be prudently concerted, and 

[| the Motion made but on an indifferent Advan- 1 
| tage, it is like to carry the Houſe along with it; 
for there is no Cauſe indeed of Dividing, or Strife 
of one fide apainft another about it. 

7. To — 2 the receiving the Sacrament ac- 
cording to the Liturgy, to be a Qualification to e- 
very Office, even to the keeping an Alehouſe (as 
hath been enforced' by ſome Juſtices) is a thing 
foſhameful in the naming, as no modeſt Man 
methinks deliberately ſhould once open his 
Mouth to defend it, | 
8. To receive the | Sacrament to another End 
(and that only) than Chriſt hath appointed it, is 
manifeſtly ſinful: And why muſt it be done in 
the beſt manner according to tlie Liturgy of the 
Church of England? If it were done no better than 
at a Conventicle, it were too well to be ſo abuſed. 
9. It was a malignant thing in Charles the 24's 
time, under the pretence of Danger from Popery, 
| to debar honeſt Proteſtants (becauſe Diſſenters) 
| from Civil Offices; and it is but an idle thing 

_ now 
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now to think that the continuing ſuch Contrivan- 
ces thould preſerve the Church, or the parting 
therewith hurt it, the Miniſtry being not con- 
cerned therein. 

10. Such a Motion may be à Shooing-horn to 
a Bill for uniting the Proteſtants (That is, to unite 
ſuch as may unite, or upon ſuch terms as may be 
effected, to diſabuſe thoſe that ſay ſuch a thing is 
unpracticable) which if the ſame Mover ſhould 
in due time bring in alſo, he {hall be doubly hap- 
py, and that both in the favour of ſome Biſhops 
at preſent, and the Bleſſing of the Age to come. 
You may ſay, ſuch a Bill would bring in but a ve- 
ry few ; and I ſay it is no matter. There aretoo 
many Conforming Miniſters already that want 
Places, and an Act againſt Pluralities to ſupply 
ſuch : But a uniting Act were a Standing thing for 
bringing in all for hereafter, ſo that our young 
Scholars that are rare, and of more bright Parts, 
would chen apply themſelves to the Church, when 
now, being conſcientious, as well as Men of Know- 
ledg, and not able to ſwallow the many things 
at preſent required to Conformity, are forced to f 
down on this ſide Preferment, in any poor ſeparate 
Congregation that will but receive em. I cannot 
ſay how the Major part of the Nonconformiſt Mi- 
niſters about London (whole Reverend Aſſemblies 


I conſult not) Rand affected toward (omprehenſion. 
9 1 
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being in Parties, find ſome ſeaſonable Reme- 
dy. For if ſome ſincere-hearted Gentlemen, that 
by voting ſtill with one Party out of pure Inten- 
tion to ſerve the Publick, have had their Judg- 
ments biaſſed, to run with ſuch as knew the bot- : 
'rom of things concerted, when they did not, ſhall 

begin once to leave that Tra, and follow the 

Conduct of their own Realons, it may come in 

time to heal this Evil there is in fiding, and the 

Houle recover unſpeakable Benefit thereby. 

I malt not ' conclude without one Objectian : 
you may ask, And why may not a ſober Difſenner 
receive the Sacrament (yea if it were always) at 
Church as well as at a Meeting? To which I ſay 
firſt, that I am of opinion he may, and that for the 
preſent once (that is, upon occaſion of an Office) 
it is his Duty abſolutely, as the Caſe now ſtands. 
ay next, And why might not the receiving the 
Sacrament at a Meeting, and renouncing Tranſub- 
ſtantiation, be a ſufficient Teft for any Office, 
but that indeed ſuch a Teſt ought not to be impo- 
ſed to ſuch an End? Or elſe I ſay, why might 
not that {erve for aſſuring the Government from 

Dan- 
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'Danger of Popery by ſuch a Man, as much as if 
he had received it at Church ? Iſay again, that o- 
ther Men have other Conſciences, and they know 
their own Scruples. I ſay then mainly, chat this 
is but one thing conſider d, when there are more to 
be conſidered; and he that has regard to one 
thing only in any great Concern, is eaſily miſled, 
I have therefore a little more to add at the end: 
tho it be in effect ſaid already. To do we 3 þ 


whereby Occaſion is given to another to ſin, an 
ruin his Soul, is properly Scandal; and that ſort 


of Scandal which is eſpecially forbid. Theſe Acts 
that make the Sacrament a Qualification for every 
Office, do give occaſion to profane Perſons ta 
come to the Sacrament to this end only, who never 
elſe would come at all, and ſo they certainly fin, 
and by eating and drinking their Damnation do 
ruin their Souls. Scandalum eſt dictum, vel factum 
(and here is Statutum, which is diftum . factum) 
minus rectum, præbens alteri (and here is præbens mul- 
tis) occaſionem ruinæ. This Argument therefore thus 
laid from Scandal, for repealing (or rectifying) 
thoſe Acts, is humbly conceived by me unanſwe- 
rable. | 
have done, and now if theſe Reaſons prevail 
nothing with ſome, but they ſtill harbour ſuch 2 
Deſign as mentioned, | can do no more, but pray 
God to give them a ſenſe of the wrong, and turn 
their 
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their Hearts. I pray God forgive and heal all that 
Bitterneſs and Diviſion that is among us, which is 
as it were an opening our Nanks, to let in the E- 
nemy upon us. I pray God febuke this overflow- 
ing Sea, and ſend us an Ebb of thoſe Opinions, 
Affections, Practices, that make our Spirits ſo hot, 
and our Love fo cold, one to another. I pray God 
eſpecially to rebuke that Spirit, ſo many are of, 
and conſider it not, which is for bringing down 
Pire from Heaven upon others, when they have 
not the leaſt Spark of the Fear of God in their 
own Hearts; who ſcarce come to the Church, 
which they are in ſo much heat for, and whoſe 
Teal therefore is not indeed for God, but againſt 
- thoſe they hate, when yet they have ſo little Cauſe 
forit. Rebuke, O Lord, the Fever of ſuch a 
diſtempered Religion, which is beginning in ſome 
Churchmen, that makes them rave ſo, as if they 
could not be Chriſtians unleſs they Crucify the 
Diſſenter. But give thy Servants another Spirit, 
whomſoever thou pickeſt out at any time to the 
Honour of ſuffering for thy Name, that know- 
ing their Duty to love their Enemies, and to pray 
for thoſe that deſpitefully uſe them, they may be 
won, or overcome by ſuch Charity, and thy 
Mercy. Amen. 
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